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HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS 
 

PROBLEM 
Most algae in New York State is harmless.  Blue-green algae (cyanobacteria), is present in 
nearly every aquatic environment and is an important part of the food web.  However, under 
certain conditions, blue-green algae can multiply rapidly and form dense concentrations called 
Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs). Exposure to HABs can result in diarrhea; nausea or vomiting; 
skin, eye, or throat irritation; and allergic reactions or breathing difficulties.  Consuming water 
that contains high levels of HABs can also cause liver and kidney damage. Humans can be 
exposed to HABs through drinking water, incidentally swallowing water during recreation, or 
inhaling sprays or aerosols.   
 
By depleting the water of oxygen, HABs can kill fish and cause unpleasant odors.  They can also 
disrupt aquatic food webs, degrade aesthetics, and cause recreational losses. The presence of 
HABs has the potential to negatively impact tourism and recreation, economic development, 
real estate values, rental businesses, and tax revenue.  Unfortunately, HABs are already present 
in several Upstate New York bodies of water. 
 

EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
Governor Cuomo proposes a $65 million, 4-point initiative to aggressively combat HABs in 
Upstate New York by targeting 12 priority lakes that are vulnerable to HABs and are critical 
sources of drinking water and vital tourism drivers. 
 
The State’s Water Quality Rapid Response Team, national experts, and local stakeholders will 
collaboratively develop action plans to identify factors fueling HABs. The State will provide 
$500,000 per lake to develop immediate action plans to reduce sources of pollution that spark 
algal blooms. The State will provide nearly $60 million in competitive grant matching funding to 
implement the plans.  
 

COUNTY RECOMMENDATION 
NYSAC supports the Governor’s initiative and recommends that it be expanded to include all 
waterbodies that have affected by HABs.  Like the 12 priority lakes identified by the Governor, 
Lawson Lake (Albany County), Canandaigua Lake (Ontario and Yates counties), Keuka Lake 
(Steuben and Yates counties), and Seneca Lake (Schuyler, Seneca, Yates, and Ontario counties) 
are critical sources of drinking water and/or vital tourism drivers. These counties should be 
included in the development and implementation of action plans and priority projects. 
 
We support making all counties affected by HABs eligible for grant funding for monitoring and 
treatment technologies. We also encourage the Legislature to relax the matching provisions in 
budget language. This inclusion is important to protecting the health of New York State 
residents and our local economies. 

 
For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org or  

call 518-465-1473 to speak to Alexandra LaMonte, NYSAC Research Analyst. 


